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On Wednesday, June 18, 2003, the NAVSTA Newport
Restoration Advisory Board (RAB) gathered at the Officers'
Club for their monthly meeting. The meeting began at 7:10
p.m. and ended at 9:03 p.m.

In attendance were John Vitkevich, Kathy Abbass,
Thomas McGrath, David Brown, John Lennon, Susan Hester,
Emmet Turley, James Myers, Thurston Gray, Tom Reardon,
Howard Porter, Manuel Marques, Claudette Weissinger,
Howard Chilton, Judith Chilton, David Dorocz (NAVSTA),
Commander William B. Stewart (NAVSTA), Kathy Marley
(NAVSTA), Gregg Kolhweiss (NAVSTA), Paul Kulpa (RIDEM),
Kymberlee Keckler (USEPA), Pamela Harting-Barrat (USEPA),
and David Peterson (USEPA).

Mr. John Vitkevich opened the meeting and welcomed the
group. Mr. Howard Chilton and Mrs. Judith Chilton, from
Newport's Goat Island, were welcomed and introduced to the
RAB as new prospective community members.

MEETING MINUTES

There were no changes to the minutes of the April
meeting. Mr. Vitkevich asked for a motion to accept the
minutes, which was seconded and then carried.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Presentation by the Public Information Committee - David Brown

Dr. David Brown gave a special presentation to review
the RAB Public Information Committee program. Enclosure (1)
is a copy of the slide show presented.

(

Dr. Brown asked the group for their ideas on how the
RAB can best serve the community and integrate activities
with outside organizations.

Dr. Kathy Abbass suggested the RAB develop a Speakers
Bureau to establish and maintain communication with the
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local communities.  Dr. Abbass further stated that this idea 
could be discussed in more detail during RAB meetings. 

 
 Mr. Gregg Kolhweiss stated inviting state colleges and 
universities to participate, as well as attending meetings 
with local civic organizations, may be helpful.  
 
 Mr. John Lennon stated local school departments have 
educational professionals that provide input to the local 
community.  Mr. Lennon further stated environmental 
consultants, who are not under contract with the Navy, would 
also be an asset and a beneficial learning source to the 
RAB. 
 
 Ms. Susan Hester suggested that a special invitation be 
sent to public officials, cordially inviting them to attend 
a RAB meeting.  
 
 Dr. Pamela Harting-Barrat stated that the more 
information the community has about the Navy’s environmental 
clean up program, the more civic organizations would become 
involved to lend their expertise. 
 
 Ms. Claudette Weissinger stated she would like to learn 
more about the current clean up processes and suggested that 
educational speakers would be beneficial. 
 
 Mr. Thomas McGrath stated that better planning would 
improve the effectiveness of the RAB’s work with the 
community. 
 

   
Membership Committee – Thurston Gray 
 
 Mr. Thurston Gray announced there are presently 19 
community members.  There were 13 community members present 
at the meeting.  
 

Mr. Gray told the RAB that the Mission Statement for 
the Restoration Advisory Board has recently been revised.  
He asked that the community members review the document so 
that the final Mission Statement may be prepared for their 
signatures.  
 
 Mr. Vitkevich told the community members that a letter 
will be sent to all RAB members who are not actively 
involved with the RAB.  The newly revised Mission Statement 
states there are two types of community membership: active 
and inactive.  Members not actively involved will be carried 
as inactive members. 
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Mr. Gray stated he would like to establish a community 
based website, that the public may easily access to learn 
more about the RAB.  Mr. Gray further stated he would like 
the website to include specific links, to allow the reader 
access to interesting sources of information.  The Navy will 
look into establishing a website that can be administered by 
the RAB. 

 
 

Planning Committee – Thomas McGrath 
  
 Mr. Thomas McGrath stated he is preparing a specific 
list of topics to be presented for discussion in the 
upcoming RAB meetings.  Mr. McGrath will present the updated 
planning schedule to the RAB at the next meeting. 
 
 Mr. David Dorocz stated the next RAB meeting on July 
16, 2003, will include an Open House to present the Fact 
Sheet for the Old Fire Fighting Training Area (OFFTA) Soil 
Clean Up. 
 
 Mr. John Vitkevich requested that the meetings be held 
at an off-base location to allow for easy access by the 
local communities.  The three recommended sites are as 
follows: 1) The Middletown Town Hall, 2) the Oliphant School 
Administration Building; and, 3) the Ramada Inn in 
Middletown. 
   
  
Education Committee – Kathy Abbass 
 
 Dr. Kathy Abbass presented a draft introductory 
training manual for review and comment by the RAB Community 
members.  The manual layout includes a summary of each of 
the Navy restoration sites with historical information, and 
also provides illustrations.   
 
 Dr. Abbass told the RAB a grant has been received so 
that the Rhode Island Marine Archaeology Project (RIMAP) may 
look for British Shipwrecks in the local waters.  RIMAP is 
currently trying to locate the historical ship the Endeavor.  
Dr. Abbass stated that there is a good chance the Endeavor 
may be found here in the area. 
 
 Dr. Abbass further stated that there are also American 
revolutionary shipwrecks here in Rhode Island.  These ships 
are harder to identify, since there were approximately 
twenty-six known British revolutionary warships that went 
down in this area. 
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Project Committee – Emmet Turley 
 
 Enclosure (2) is the project committee report by  
Mr. Emmet Turley.  Mr. Turley volunteers his time and 
attends RAB meetings to lend his expertise, in support of 
the RAB’s activities.  The report details Mr. Turley’s 
accomplishments.  
 
  
NEXT MEETING 
 
 The next meeting of the Restoration Advisory Board 
(RAB) will not be held at the Officers’ Club. 
 
 The Open House for the OFFTA and RAB Meeting will be 
held at the following location: 
 

Oliphant School Administration Building  
Front Entrance 
26 Oliphant Lane 
Middletown, RI 

  
The Open House will be held from 5:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.  

Attendees are welcome to stay and attend the regularly 
scheduled RAB meeting, which will follow from 7:00 p.m. to 
9:00 p.m. at the same location.  

 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
Enclosures: 
 
(1) Public Information Committee Slide Show presentation 
(2) Project Committee Report 
  
 



RESTORATION ADVISORY BOARD 
Naval Station Newport 

Environmental Protection Department 
One Simonpietri Drive 

Newport, RI 02841 

 Mr. David D. Dorocz, P.E. Mr. John Vitkevich 
 Military Co-Chair  Civilian Co-Chair 
 (401) 841-7671   (401) 683-4046 

 
 
 
 

June 27, 2003 
 
 
 
 
Dear Community Representatives, 
 

The next Restoration Advisory Board (RAB) meeting will be held on 
July 16, 2003.  The meeting will include an Open House to present the 
Fact Sheet for the Old Fire Fighting Training Area (OFFTA) Soil Clean up.  
The Open House will be held prior to the RAB Meeting. 

 
The Open House and RAB Meeting will be held at: 

 
Oliphant School Administration Building 

Front Entrance 
26 Oliphant Lane 
Middletown, RI 

 
The Open House will be held from 5:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.  The 

regularly scheduled RAB meeting will follow from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.   
 
For further information you may contact me at (401) 841-2857. 

 
       Sincerely, 
 
 
       Kathleen Marley 

  Naval Station Newport 
  



Annual Review of the NSN RAB
Public Informatlon Program

Dave Brown

June 18, 2003



Underlying p,remi,ses

Citizen inputs can help the Navy to address local
concerns, identify & reach key audiences, &
anticipate possible flaps"

We shouldbe free to express our independent
judgments; we are not Navy "mouthpieces" "

We shouldprovide the Navy calm, well focused
counsel, & notget offon emotional tangents"

Use a well targeted, integrated communications
approach; don't be disjointed or wedded to a
particularmedium"



Revamped the RAB monthly meeting ad.

Suggested web site improvements.

Began to make an integrated OFFTA info plan.

Gave feedback on 1st GolfCourse open house.



ups & downs we've had

Good Navy briefings

Some response to the ads

Some web improvements

Surprise shifts in Navyplans

Little attention from higher-ups

NSN feeds out info on its own



Where to from here?

Take some initiatives ofour own?
Ifso, what?

Partner with the Navy in integrated
communication/feedback efforts?

Standby until the Navy asks us?

Fold up our tent?



What are valiid,- important messa-ges?

Much cleanup progress
has been made this
past decade?

The public will have some access
to the Burma Road shore area?

The remaining contamination is
not worrisome...no rush?

Human-safe cleanup __
standards are being ustfit/? - ~

We still don't know how
badsome sites are?

NAVAL STATION NEWPORT

STUDY PLAN AND LOCUS AREA

The Government
","u"",,_ is notpaying for

''''''"M·,the golfcourse?

EPA &. RIDEM are in accord
with the Navy's plan? RAB's roles? Others?



Whomsho;uldwe try to reach?

Elected leaders? New officials? Navy brass?

Informallegitimators?

Civicgroups? The media?

Nearby households? Navy families?

Narragansett Baystakeholders?

The generalpublic? Others?



How can we cost-,effectivelyinfo,rm
peo,ple & get feedback?

Interactive web site?

Joint NSN-RAB
briefs, news releases,
videos?

RABer op-edpieces?

Site tours?

Booths at
community events?

Special invitations to
leaders forparticular
RAB briefings?

RAB newsletter?

Local radio/TV?

Open house-type
public meetings?

Others?



How many $$ &. h,ours are avalla'bl:e?
Who will contribute wh:at?

Navy North

NSN Public Affairs

NSN Environmental

EPA

RIDEM

RAB citizen members Others



Newport Restoration Advisory Board
Project Committee Report

June 18, 2003

There is no report from this committee because a review of the decision
by Administration to not provide a courtesy light buffet, including coffee and soft
drinks, questions my reasons to support RAB activities as a volunteer.

A review of my efforts as a Project Leader reveals that I provide:
(1) a monthly report on dredging:

(a) it may take me 3-4 hours ofpreparation;
(b) further preparation in the form of a report;
(c) supply the paper to print the pages of the report;
(d) provide computer access at no cost to RAB.

(2) Travel to RAB
(a) 16 mles round trip travel and time;
(b) Bridge Tolls-$2 per meeting,not reimbursed by RAB.

(3) Attendance at meeting for two hours, providing input of my
extensive expertise:

(a) fifty years as a mechanical engineer-worked with NUSC, so
familiar with naval sites throughout the U.S.A.

(b) long association with local and national environmental groups
(SaveThe Bay and Sierra Club);

(c) Active in town Planning for many years -Lincoln, R.I. and
Jamestown, R.I.

(4) R.I. Tree Steward and Master Gardener
(a) Active at URI Cooperative Extension as "Learning

Landscape"msifuctor
(b) Currently Project Manager for Jamestown Tree Preservation

And Protection Committee.
CONCLUSION:

I think that the Directors of this group should reconsider their decision to
refrain from providing sustenance to members at RAB meetings.

Enclosure (2)


